CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH 2s 


VOL. LXVIX, ISSUE 28 | NOVEMBER 2, 2017 


Christian Gonzales | Daily 49er 


Long Beach State men’s basketball huddles up in Monday’s exhibition game against CSU Bakersfield at the Walter Pyramid. 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


BACK WITH A VENGEANCE 


The 49ers look to 
contend for Big West 
title in 2017-2018 


season. 


By Alex Manfredi 
Assistant Social Media Editor 


Last season was one to forget 
for head coach Dan Monson and 
the Long Beach State men’s bas- 
ketball team. After finishing 15- 
19 overall and failing to make 
the NCAA Tournament for the 
fifth straight year, the team saw 
five players transfer out of the 


program following the disap- 
pointment of last year. 

If there’s anything that will be 
different about this year’s team 
compared to last, it's going to 
be a positive change of culture, 
combined with an initial degree 
of uncertainty as to how Mon- 
son will piece eight returners 
and eight newcomers together. 

“This team is more talented 
offensively than they are de- 
fensively,’ Monson said. “I like 
our chances of [Bryan] Alberts, 
Edon [Maxhuni] and [Jordan] 
Griffin. I think once they get in 
rhythm that will help us offen- 
sively,” 


According to the preseason 
polls, the team is predicted to 
finish in fourth place in the Big 
West Conference behind Cal 
State Fullerton, UC Davis and 
UC Irvine. Coming off of last 
year as projected favorites to win 
the conference, the 49ers have 
something to prove this season. 

A “chip on the shoulder” men- 
tality and a new group of guys 
willing to shift the culture might 
be enough to contend at the top 
of the Big West come March. 
Under Monson, Long Beach has 
historically finished at or near 
the top of the conference, and 
the team expects that to be the 


case once again this year. 

This season, the biggest change 
fans will see is the different play- 
ing style at the point guard po- 
sition for the 49ers. With a rich 
history of scoring point guards 
such as Casper Ware and Mike 
Caffey, Monson has brought in 
point guards junior Deishuan 
Booker and freshman Edon 
Maxhuni, who both who bring 
pass-first playing styles to Long 
Beach State. 

“T call it the Lonzo Ball effect 
— hopefully the pass-first will 


see PREVIEW, page 8 


LONG BEACH 


No charges for Councilwoman Jeannine Pearce 


Pearce dodges domestic 
violence and DUI charges. 


By Cris Rivera 
Staff Writer 


A decision made Oct. 20 by the district 
attorney not to charge a Long Beach coun- 
cilmember for driving under the influence on 
June has raised questions and concern within 
the community, including a recall effort. 

Last week the Los Angeles District Attor- 
ney, Jackie Lacey, decided not to charge Dis- 
trict 2 Councilwoman Jeannine Pearce in a 


domestic violence allegation or a driving 
under the influence investigation in a public 
integrity case. 

Many Long Beach residents have called for 
her resignation as they believe the council 
member has exhibited “unethical” behavior, 
and has not been transparent about what 
happened that night. A committee support- 
ing the recall was created shortly after infor- 
mation on that night was made public. 

“While Pearce has escaped charges stem- 
ming from her behavior during the hours af- 
ter midnight on June 3, 2017, we now know 
more than enough to justify a collective 
call by the civic leaders of Long Beach for 
Pearce'’s resignation,’ said Ian Patton, a con- 


sultant for the committee to recall Jeannine 
Pearce. “We're in a fundraising mode right 
now, we need approximately 6,500 signatures 
on the recall petition. Our group feels there’s 
enough evidence at this point for people to 
call on her to resign, there's nothing accept- 
able at this point other than resignation” 
California Highway Patrol Officers re- 
sponded to a call from Councilwoman Jean- 
nine Pearce on June 3 to find her car on the 
shoulder of the 710 freeway. CHP found 
Pearce and her then chief-of-staff, Devin 
Cotter, after an argument between the two 


see COUNCIL, page 3 


FORUM 


Defining 
free 
speech 


Seven panelists of 
students and faculty 
discussed the First 
Amendment’s quirks. 


By James Chow 
Assistant News Editor 


Black chairs filled the Univer- 
sity Student Union ballrooms 
Wednesday night, but only half 
of the seats were filled. Mean- 
while, a group of panelists sat 
facing the crowd and addressed 
one of the hottest topics on cam- 
pus today — free speech. 

The First Amendment panel 
took place Nov. 1 and was spon- 
sored by the Know Your Rights 
campaign under Associated Stu- 
dents Inc. 

The intention of the panel was 
to inform students on what and 
what isn’t protected free speech. 

Though turnout was low, fifth 
year sociology major Christiana 
Koch said the event was helpful. 

“Tm new to the topic, so that’s 
one of the reasons I wanted to go,” 
Koch said. “I do wish the turnout 
was bigger because I know a lot 
of the students are asking these 
questions. Knowing these ques- 
tions and knowing what's in the 
rules and what's outside of the 
rules and when you want to make 
a conscious decision about civil 
disobedience is helpful” 

James Sauceda, director of 
multicultural affairs, expressed 
that the First Amendment 
doesn't come without its implica- 
tions and consequences. 

“There's laws, there's rules, but 
what I don’t hear [in] the dis- 
course is the suffering,” Sauceda 
said. “The campus talks about 
procedures and rules and regula- 
tions which are necessary. But we 
have to talk about compassion. 
We have to talk about how bro- 
ken we feel” 

Fernando Solorzano, chief of- 
ficer of the university police de- 
partment, talked about the diffi- 
culties of balancing the interests 
of two opposing viewpoints. 

“As a law enforcement officer, 
I have to be neutral,” Solorzano 
said. “I have to understand the 
passions on both sides. I have to 
be there as a protector because I 
have to be able to protect the per- 
son whos expressing himself just 
as much as the person opposed 
to their views.” 

The issue of whether the cam- 
pus is doing enough to protect 
oppressed groups was brought 
up by students on the panel. 

“I think we need more support 
from the university, graduate 


see SPEECH, page 2 
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Trump blames son-in-law for Mueller’s widening probe 


The scope of the 
special investigation 
has widened 
significantly this 
week with a pair of 
indictments. 


By Denis Slattery 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — A seething 
President Donald Trump is plac- 
ing blame for the current state of 
the widening Russia investigation 
on his son-in-law Jared Kushner, 
according to a report Wednesday. 

As indictments were unsealed 
against former Trump campaign 
staff and special counsel Robert 
Mueller revealed Monday that at 
least one ex-Trump campaign ad- 
viser has pleaded guilty to federal 
charges, Trump’s frustration with 
Kushner has grown exponential- 
ly, Vanity Fair reported. 

The charges against for- 
mer campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort, which Trump himself 
said happened “long before” he 
joined the eventual GOP nomi- 
nee’s team, should also worry the 


James Berglie | Zuma Press 


Robert Mueller on February 16, 2011, as he testifies before a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing in Washington, 


DE. 


president, according to former 
Trump campaign aide Sam Nun- 
berg. 

“Here's what Manafort’s indict- 
ment tells me: Mueller is going to 
go over every financial dealing 
of Jared Kushner and the Trump 


‘ 


Organization; Nunberg said. 
“Trump is at 33 percent in Gal- 
lup. You can’t go any lower. He's 
f ---ed? 

Manafort and business asso- 
ciate Rick Gates face 12 felony 
counts, including money laun- 


The panel featured a variety of CSULB officials as well as student speakers Victoria Villa and Courtney Yamagiwa. 
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student panelist Victoria Villa 
said. “There's a lot of talk of neu- 
trality in the university and I un- 
derstand where that perspective 
comes from especially when the 
university is protecting interest” 
Undergraduate student rep- 
resentative Courtney Yamagiwa 
suggested a reordering of prior- 
ities from the Cal State system. 
“The university is making a 


Correction: In the Oct. 30 article “Walk a mile in our shoes event raises $6,000," the name of the event was "Move a Mile.” 


statement that they would rath- 
er use their funds to support 
a speaker who is spewing hate 
and horrible kinds of rhetoric,’ 
Yamagiwa said. “They are using 
the funds to bring in those kinds 
of security measures when they 
can be using those funds toward 
something else. There's 1/10 CSU 
students who are homeless yet 
the university [system] is using 
funds to allow speakers like Milo 
to go out to their campus.” 

The Milo Yiannopoulos event 
at Cal State Fullerton on Tuesday 
was further addressed by Larisa 


Hamada, director of the office of 
equity affairs, and Solorzano. 

Hamada said there was a great 
degree of stress within the Ful- 
lerton administration to pro- 
tect students from third-party 
groups. Solorzano mentioned 
that 50 University of California 
officers showed up to help out. 

Sauceda said he opposed 
the decision to increase police 
presence during the event, cit- 
ing the fact that it didn't lessen 
the amount of violence that oc- 
curred. 

“I think we have a too milita- 


dering, conspiracy and acting as 
unregistered foreign agents. 

In a call Tuesday with former 
White House chief strategist Ste- 
phen Bannon, Trump laid the 
blame for the expanding scan- 
dal surrounding Mueller’s probe 


rized mindset,’ Sauceda said. “I 
think another caution is are we 
over-militarizing our presence? 
Was that necessary from what 
little ’'ve heard today - none of 
that presence kept people from 
hitting each other, jostling each 
other, using pepper spray. You 
can have hundreds of officers, 
but what does it actually [do]?” 

Brian Garcia, a sixth-year in- 
ternational studies major, said 
that although the Fullerton event 
was controversial, he believed it 
was needed to create a circula- 
tion of ideas. 


into Russian election interference 
squarely on Kushner’s shoulders, 
Nunberg told Vanity Fair. 

“Jared is the worst political ad- 
viser in the White House in mod- 
ern history,’ Nunberg said. “Im 
only saying publicly what every- 
one says behind the scenes at Fox 
News, in conservative media, and 
the Senate and Congress.” 

Bannon, back at his old role as 
the head of conservative news site 
Breitbart, has reportedly advised 
the president to shake up his legal 
team and do all he can to pressure 
Congress to defund Mueller’s in- 
vestigation, sources told Vanity 
Fair. 

“Mueller shouldn't be allowed 
to be a clean shot on goal? a 
Bannon confidant told the mag- 
azine. “He must be contested and 
checked. Right now he has un- 
checked power.” 

In an interview with The New 
York Times on Wednesday, 
Trump insisted he wasnt upset 
about Mueller’s moves. 

“Tt has nothing to do with us,’ 
Trump said. 

Asked about another report 
that he's been “angry at every- 
body, Trump told the paper, 
“Actually, Pm not angry with any- 
body? 


Sabrina Flores | Daily 49er 


“I don't agree with anything 
[Yiannopoulos] says, but I do 
believe it is important to have 
that event,” Garcia said. “If peo- 
ple don’t really agree with what 
he has to say, maybe have a panel 
discussion with Milo and other 
people [of a variety of opinions] 
... Censoring out what some- 
body has to say is not going to 
solve the problem at all because 
inevitably that’s what builds up 
echo chambers. If they can’t say 
it on campus, then they'll find 
other platforms like social me- 
dia” 
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NEWS 3 


SENATE 


Hate crimes addressed in new resolution 


Senators debate at 
ASI senate meeting 
if hate speech should 
be included in the 
resolution. 


By Holly Bartlow 
Staff Writer 


As hate speech continues to 
be a hot topic on campus, As- 
sociated Students Inc. moved to 
pass a new resolution which will 
take a formal stand against hate 
crimes. The first reading of reso- 
lution “ASI Stands” passed 20-0- 
2 and serves to fight against hate 
crimes on campus. 

According to Chair Sofia Mus- 
man, the senate created the reso- 
lution as a response to recent ra- 
cial vandalism and hate speech 
occurrences at the university. 

“Given all of the incidents that 
have been happening on campus 


COUNCIL 


continued from page | 


led to a physical confrontation. 


about certain communities be- 
ing targeted with posters being 
posted around campus, or mes- 
sages in bathroom stalls or Face- 
book direct targeting, we decid- 
ed to take a formal stand on this 
issue,’ Musman said. 

As senators spoke out about 
certain revisions or issues of the 
first reading, Senator Jan Mac- 
donald was opposed to the use 
of hate speech in the resolution 
and claimed that the resolution 
is trying to define hate speech. 

“Although there is a dictionary 
definition of hate speech under 
the laws and the constitution of 
our country, there is technical- 
ly no hate speech,’ Macdonald 
said. “I don't think this senate 
should be involved in trying 
to define hate speech, but if we 
have targeted threats and people 
instilling violence towards our 
students on campus that’s some- 
thing we can work with.” 

In response to Macdonald’s 
comment Senator At-Large Thu- 
lani Ngazimbi spoke in opposi- 


to drinking. That night she registered a 0.06 per- 
cent blood alcohol content during a breathalyzer 


test. 


She was not arrested as a 0.08 percent blood al- 
cohol content is the minimum to be considered 


legally impaired. 


The district attorney’s office cited doubts as to 
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Given all of the incidents 
that have been happening 
on campus about certain 
communities being 
targeted with posters 
being posted around 
campus, or messages 

in bathroom stalls or 
Facebook direct targeting, 
we decided to take a 
formal stand on this issue. 


-Sofia Musman, 99 
ASI Senate chair 


tion, stressing the importance 
of hate speech being included in 
the resolution. 

“There's a footnote at the bot- 
tom of the resolution that defines 
hate speech,’ Ngazimbi said. “T 
still think this is something rele- 
vant to stand in this bill because 


Pearce was driving home from a concert she 
and Cotter had attended earlier that evening 
where the two consumed alcohol. Additionally, 
Cotter has made domestic violence allegations 
against Pearce. The council member's office did 
not return a request for comment by the time of 
publication. 

“I know my truth, and I know one night does 
not define me; Pearce said in a statement to the 
press. “It made me stronger and I am painfully 
better for it? 

According to a charge evaluation worksheet 
from the district attorney's office, Pearce admitted 


_ HUNTINGTON BEACH’S PREMIER | 
___ BLOW DRY & MAKE-UP BAR 


WARING WEKOT 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


whether the Preliminary Alcohol Screening de- 
vice was accurate and reliable. 

“The device used did not comply with Title-17 
CCR, as it was not checked every ten days while 
in service, the charge document said. “Additional 
Intoxilyzer tests would have lent some certainty 
about that [preliminary alcohol screening] result.” 

The domestic violence claim against Pearce was 
determined to be self defense by the district attor- 
ney’s Office. 

“The prosecution cannot prove that the force 
suspect Pearce used was not appropriate for the 
situations that she was facing at the time.” 
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the senate hasn't come up with 
defining hate speech on its own. 
I think it’s important to keep the 
words hate speech in the resolu- 
tion itself” 

The title of the resolution is 
still in progress with proposed 
thoughts to include free speech 
in the title. 


ASI President Joe Nino delivers 
state of associates student ad- 
dress 

Nino addressed the senate 
regarding all of the senate’s ac- 
complishments within the fall 
semester and thanked them for 
all their efforts. 

“As a former senator I know 
the hard work that goes into 
fulfilling the duties in your posi- 
tion and you face challenges that 
accompany the positions you 
hold,” Nino said. 

“The work that you put in 
today affects thousands upon 
thousands of students not only 
now but for years to come.” 

The speech celebrated the sen- 


ate’s achievements and wellness 
for all students. 

Since Aug. 1, the student gov- 
ernment-ran recycling center, 
has recycled over 72,000 pounds 
of glass, 70,000 paper and 30,000 
of plastic. 

“ASI continuities to be at the 
forefront of sustainability by 


implementing environmental 
friendly practices,” Nino said in 
his speech. 


Beach Pantry has received 
nearly 2,500 visits since the 
start of the semester in the fight 
against food insecurity. 

Nino gave kudos to the staff at 
Isabel Patterson Child Develop- 
ment Center for their ability to 
overcome the obstacles of relo- 
cation mid-semester. the ob- 
stacles of relocation during the 
semester. 

“The IPCDC staff demon- 
strated that what matters most 
to them was the safety of the 
children,” Nino said. “This relo- 
cation was a true show of dedi- 
cation and teamwork.” 


Courtesy of Long Beach City Council 


Jeannine Pearce is a council member who represents District 2 of the city of 
Long Beach. 
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Jennie Cotterill, standing second to the left with her band Bad Cop Bad Cop strikes a pose. 
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The punk rock Picasso 


Bad Cop Bad Cop 


frontwoman seeks 
balance for both her 
art forms. 


By Cheantay Jensen 
Staff Writer 


Ask Jennie Cotterill if she 
needed to go to college to become 
a successful artist, and shed shake 
her head and give a wry smile. 

“Tt’s not about school, it’s about 
effort and creativity, Cotterill 
said. 

An evident irony she noted, 
given the years shes spent tra- 
versing the Cal State Long Beach 
fine arts department as an under- 
grad, graduate and then intermit- 
tent sub-professor. 

“T really, really love school? 
Cotterill said. “T still do” 

In the past decade of Cotterill’s 
predominantly freelance career, 
she’s amassed a lengthy portfo- 
lio. She's curated and coordinat- 
ed over a dozen art and non-art 
related events, exhibited her work 
at over 35 galleries, and paint- 
ed murals for corporate bigwigs 
such as Nike and Hurley. 

The artist has been employed 
as a background designer and 
muralist for the twisted Adult 
Swim animated series “Metaloca- 
lypse,’ and the lighthearted com- 
edy show “Parks and Recreation” 

She even fashioned puppets 
for the Los Angeles production 
company Crazy Cow Produc- 
tions. She's a painter, illustrator, 
muralist, designer, sculptor and 
prop-maker. Oh, and she’s also 
the frontwoman of an all-girl 
punk band. 

Discovered in 2015 at a show 


‘ 


Courtesy of Eden Kittiver . 


CSULB alumnus Jennie Cotterill performs on stage at the Vans Warped Tour with her Gibson model guitar. 


in a gay bar in San Francisco, her 
female punk rock quartet, Bad 
Cop Bad Cop was signed to Fat 
Wreck Chords, a punk-oriented 
independent record label. 

Since then she’s traded in her 
paint-stained apron, brushes and 
art galleries for a Gibson gui- 
tar, microphone and moshing 
crowds. 

Cotterill has had an especially 
demanding: year, touring in and 
out of the states and on the Vans 
Warped Tour, or “the circus,” as 
she affectionately calls it. Stac- 
ey Dee, one of Cotterill’s dearest 
friends and other frontwoman 
for Bad Cop Bad Cop, related the 
Vans Warped Tour to Murphy’s 
Law. 

“Anything and everything that 
could happen, does,’ Dee said. 
“Every morning you wake up in 


a new place, you pop-up every- 
thing you've got.” 

After the flurry of nearly half a 
year of traveling on the road from 
venue to venue, plus the added 
stress from the tour’s grueling 
schedule, Cotterill had much less 
time to do some of the things she 
enjoyed. 

“I had a hard year because I 
wasnt really able to do art; Cot- 
terill said. 

Cotterill’s enthusiasm — a 
combination of her inherently 
vivacious personality and her 
father’s enabling of bizarre art 
projects — is a quality she’s been 
brimming with since she could 
hold a pencil. 

She's tried to pass this enthu- 
siasm onto her students through 
the handful of drawing and il- 
lustration classes she’s substitut- 


ed at the university, all the while 
noting the occasional eye rolls or 
bemoaned sighs on behalf of her 
students. 

Rick Reese, an illustration pro- 
fessor at Long Beach, remembers 
Cotterill’s distinctly whimsical art 
style and thick skin as his student. 

“She was always open to criti- 
cism,” Reese said. “She wouldn't 
cry, shed listen and then go and 
fix it? 

But despite her undying exu- 
berance for all art-related conven- 
tions, she finds herself struggling 
with the newfound success of Bad 
Cop Bad Cop, having spent the 
last year on an upward trajectory 
with no slowing in sight. 

“T just felt like I was wearing 
someone else's shoes all year, 
Cotterill said. “I really don't feel 
like I'm a very good musician but 


I feel like a very good artist.” 

There are few art projects the 
eternal optimist won't try. In fact, 
it’s her calling-card. 

‘Tm actually able to make 
money by being the person that 
people know they can call and 
say, ‘I need trophies that look like 
melted grilled cheese,” she said. 
“And I’m like, ‘Oh yeah, I can 
definitely see how we could do 
that:” 

Stacey Dee believes Cotterill 
should take a little more pride in 
her music. 

“T think that her lyrics are just 
as involved and in-depth as her 
art is,’ Dee said. “She really digs 
in with guitar and whatever she 
comes up with. She stands by it 
and believes in it” 

Refusing to leave behind her 
small crate of art supplies, Cot- 
terill resorted to sewing patches 
on her friend’s vests and paint- 
ing the pop-up tent they used on 
tour. 

“She did our banner for the 
back of our tent which was this 
big giant painted donut. It was 
beautiful and people tried to buy 
it off us all the time,’ said Dee. 
“On prior tours wed make brace- 
lets. She's always making some- 
thing or drawing all of us in the 
van, making it look like we were 
in a spaceship,” 

But with tours lasting as long as 
two months, her creative outlets 
have been significantly squashed. 

Still, there is an undeniable joy 
Cotterill feels from the adrena- 
line of cheering crowds and the 
delight of conversations with 
adoring fans. She's finding her 
balance, slowly but surely. 

“T feel like I need both [art and 
music] and I do both even if no 
one is paying me to do either one, 
because that’s how it all started” 
Cotterill said. 
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Students gather at the University Telecommunications building Wednesday night for a screening of the CSULB Film Club’s “Paranormal Psychologist.” 


CAMPUS ORGANIZATION 


Film Club’s paranormal activities 


As students entered their 
Wednesday night classes in the 
UTC building, members of the 
CSULB Film Club gathered in 
a cold lecture hall as the lights 
dimmed and “Paranormal Psychol- 
ogist” began. 

The newest film made by the club 
has been in the works since the fall 
2016 semester and is now available 
to the public for viewing on You- 
tube. 

The five-minute short film, writ- 
ten by second year history major 
Vanessa Bloom, follows psycholo- 
gist Dr. Caldwell as he works with 
a trio of supernatural characters 
which consist of a Dracula-inspired 
vampire, an English werewolf with 
marital troubles and a banshee who 
is an aspiring singer. As Caldwell 
struggles to justify his work’s exis- 
tence to a bigoted colleague named 
Dr. Martin, the monsters try to fit 
in with the world around them. 

“T just like to tell stories. It’s a lot 
of fun for me. When I was in high 
school, and even before that, my 
sister and I would set up a camera 
and make short films,’ Bloom said. 
“It was one of those things where I 
heard that they were accepting sub- 
missions so I decided two days be- 
fore that I should submit this just to 
see what happens.” 

Among those in attendance at 
Wednesday’s screening was Clau- 
dia DaSilva, a post-baccalaureate 


The student filmmaker group hosted a screening of 
their newest short film. 


By Carlos Villicana 


Assistant Arts & Life Editor 


student who didn’t work on the film 
and was viewing it for the first time. 

“I thought it was fun,” DaSilva 
said. “That’s the first student film 
I've actually ever seen.” 

After seeing the film, DaSilva 
said that she is ready to learn and 
help out with any future Film Club 
productions that she’s around for. 

After the screening, the movie's 
crew shared their favorite mem- 
ories from the 
weekend in a 
discussion led by GG 
the film’s sound 
mixer and club 
president Andrew 
Haag. 

Bloom’s screen- 
play was chosen 


You can either take the 
next step or you can keep 
sitting in the back of the 
club... I was done sitting in 


the same way [as it was in the shot 
before].” 

Bloom and Haag both credited 
good communication and planning 
as factors that made for a smooth 
production. 

“Paranormal Psychologist” direc- 
tor and senior film major Christo- 
pher Martinez said this was his first 
time doing any kind of directorial 
work. 

“You can ei- 
ther take the 
next step or you 
can keep sitting 
in the back of the 
club,” Martinez 
said. “I was done 
sitting in the 
back of the club” 


as the group's the back of the club. To get the job, 
film and she be- : : Martinez had 
came the script “Christopher Martinez, to convince the 


supervisor, which Film major 


meant that she 
was in charge of 
making sure con- 
tinuity was maintained from scene 
to scene. She shared details with at- 
tendees about her experience work- 
ing on the film. 

“T liked being script supervisor. 
I got to go from department to de- 
partment and learn about every- 
thing” Bloom said. “You have to 
make sure that if someone puts an 
object down then in the next scene 
it’s still there and that it’s looking 
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members that he 
had a vision for 
the film’s look 
and an idea of 
how he would showcase the story’s 
theme. 

Martinez cited “Scooby-Doo, 
“The Exorcist” and classic monster 
movies such as “Dracula” and “The 
Wolf Man” as his inspirations. He 
said that it was important for the 
characters to resemble their famous 
counterparts because they were still 
trying to maintain some piece of 
their identities. 


Martinez described the produc- 
tion as two days full of jokes in be- 
tween takes as they tried to finish 
filming, creating a fun vibe that 
he believes helped them complete 
their production. 

“It helped with stress because 
laughing is the best way to get rid 
of stress,’ Martinez said. “And if 
youre always laughing while at the 
same time organized and prepared, 
then you just really have nothing to 
worry about.” 

One of Bloom’s favorite mem- 
ories from filming was seeing the 
actor who played the the werewolf, 
Joshua Nicholas, improvise by 
bringing a back scratcher and using 
it during a scene. 

“That was really fun to sound de- 
sign because I’m trying to make it 
sound as dog-like as possible,” Haag 
said. “In sound libraries there's al- 
ways really weird stuff, there were 
sounds of people scratching their 
beards and other dry sounds. I was 
layering all that stuff in and it was 
crazy.’ 

The journey to completion was 
rigorous but gratifying for mem- 
bers of the CSULB Film Club and 
the group is happy with their cre- 
ation. The movie was previous- 
ly screened at the CSULB Friday 
Night Shorts Fest during the spring 
2017 semester and Haag said that 
he is considering entering it into a 
few film festivals. 
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OP-ED 


Get your white hands off my 


Putting an end to plant- 


based gentrification. 


By Miranda Andrade-Ceja 
Editor in Chief 


Mexican culture is sold every single 
day in the form of food, costume, style 
or labor — Mexicans might be abused 
by the federal government, but people 


love their taco trucks. 


I will admit that I feel a twinge of an- 


noyance whenever I meet a non-Mex- 
ican person who indulges in not only 
consuming, but re-distributing ele- 
ments of Mexican culture that I myself 
have never felt entirely a part of. 

This brings me to last Monday, when 
a video was posted on Kickstarter.com 
by a travel blogger named Jenny Niez- 
goda in hopes to fund her plant-based 
business venture located in San Diego. 
The video was deleted soon after being 
posted, but is now shared by online 


publication Mitu. 


Well actually, this business is a 
“modern fruteria’ called La Gracia 
and Jenny was crowdsourcing money 
to build a location in Barrio Logan. 
The video consists of the self-pro- 
claimed nomad elaborating on her 
search for the most “vibrant, history 
rich, artistic and food-centric neigh- 
borhoods”’ Jenny makes a note to tell 
us that she’s traveled to a lot of places, 
but out of all these countries, Mexico 


stole her heart. 


Jenny’s fixation with Mexico 
prompted her to find a neighborhood 
that suited her neo-colonial sensibili- 
ties. She describes Barrio Logan as a 
“vibrant” and “up-and-coming” lo- 
cation for her concept, which, if you 
don't know — is essentially gentrifi- 
er talk for “cheap rent.” Jenny gushes 
about her desire to share her fruit- 
based “wellness” lattes with the world 
while walking through Barrio Logan 
like she owns the place and striking 
poses by murals of Cesar Chavez and 


Frida Kahlo. 


I grew up in North County San Di- 
ego — for those of you unfamiliar with 
the geographical layout of San Diego, 
North County translates to a popula- 
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mangoes 


f**k are you going to call yourself a 
fruteria? 

In an article published by Mitu, the 
backlash from Jenny’s video was in- 
stantaneous. Within a day, the origi- 
nal video was taken down from Kick- 
starter.com, and La Gracia’s Instagram 
page disabled the comment feature on 
their photos. She was accused of being 
both the poster child for gentrifica- 
tion and the embodiment of cultural 
appropriation — at first, Jenny re- 
sponded like any other white person 
threatened with the r-word responds: 


defensively. 

But by Tuesday, Jenny made a post 
on La Gracia’s Facebook page reveal- 
ing that she would no longer be pur- 
suing La Gracia as a business venture 
and that she was sad to hear the neg- 
ative reaction to her dream concept, 
but that she understood and respected 
their perspective. 

Good move. While I have nothing 
against the respectful sharing of cul- 
ture, Jenny's retribution was well-de- 


Courtesy of barefoot-bohemian.com 


Jenny strikes a pose in front of one of the many iconic murals in Barrio Logan. 


tion of working class people integrated 
into a respectable neighborhood. It in- 
cludes Escondido, San Marcos (where 
I'm from), Vista and Oceanside — and 
is typically a 30-minute drive from the 
arguably more interesting world of 
central San Diego. 

The only time I’ve been to Barrio 
Logan, which is located near Logan 
Heights in south central San Diego, 
was during a field trip to Chicano 
Park. Barrio Logan is filled not only 
with culturally-rich art, but with a 
deep history of Chicano activism and 
is one of San Diegos oldest neighbor- 
hoods. Additionally, according to en- 
vironmentalhealth.org, Barrio Logan 
is described as a “community of color 
created by racially discriminatory real 
estate covenants.” There is overcrowd- 
ing and a basic encroachment of in- 
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dustry into residential areas. 

Throughout the video, Jenny em- 
phasizes that she wants to create an 
“urban sanctuary” in Barrio Logan. 
She asserts that La Gracia will be an 
“integral thread to this neighbor- 
hood’s fabric” and encourages viewers 
to pledge money to support her dream 
with a cringe-worthy declaration: 
“Help us bring variety — and a healthy 
option to the barrioooo!” 

A traditional fruteria is a neighbor- 
hood shop that serves aguas frescas, 
bionicos, paletas and chicharrénes — 
among other things. Jenny describes a 
fruteria as a “Mexican-inspired juice 
bar” She describes La Gracia as a 
“Mexican-inspired juice bar — but so 
much more.” 

Sorry, but if you aren't selling sand- 
ia or mango with Tajin, then how the 
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served. La Gracia isn't the first time a 
bastardized version of a cultural staple 
has made its way into the free market. 
In a Sept. 14 article published by the 
New York Times, one start-up com- 
pany boldly named “Bodega” asserted 
that its product (vending machine bo- 
degas) would someday replace the tra- 
ditional bodega, which is essentially a 
small grocery store/deli/liquor store 
hybrid (sometimes housing a store 
cat) native to New York. This didn't sit 
well with New Yorkers, much like La 
Gracias kickstarter video roused an- 
ger in Barrio Logan. 

Bodega was criticized by the Asso- 
ciation for Neighborhood and Hous- 
ing Development in New York for 
naming their company after the very 
institutions they sought to displace. 
La Gracia more or less attempted to 
do the same thing. 

When these business people feel 
entitled enough to pick apart Mexican 
culture for their own capital pursuits 
under the guise of modernity, they 
should never forget that these com- 
munities are their market — and these 
business venturers need to question 
whether they are supporting the peo- 
ple and culture, or exploiting them. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 


LBSU forwards breakdown 


By Alex Manfredi 
Assistant Social Media Editor 


With the men’s basketball season starting Saturday at the Walter Pyramid, we continue our look at the 49ers position by position. Introducing eight returning players, the new 


personnel should give fans some different play styles this season. Here is a breakdown of the big men that will contribute to this year’s team. 


#0 PEF Gabe Levin (Senior): 
The 6-foot-7 big man is arguably 
the best player on the team. Levin 
is one of the most athletic men in 
the entire Big West Conference, 
creating many mismatches with 
his speed and leaping abilities for 
his position. 

Last season, he led the team in 
rebounding with 6.2 per game 
and was second in scoring at 12.2 
points per contest. The key for 
Levin this season will be to stay 
healthy, as last year he missed 
all of conference play after going 
down with a season-ending knee 
injury. If the 49ers most explosive 
man can stay healthy, he should 
be a walking double-double come 
conference play. 

NBA Comparison: Blake Grif- 
fin, Los Angeles Clippers 


span, Williams tied for second on 
the team in blocks with 15 on the 
season. 

If he can fix some defensive 
tendencies, Williams can pose a 
big threat on defense down low 
and in transition. 

NBA Comparison: JaVale Mc- 
Gee, Golden State Warriors 


#12 PF Quentin Shropshire 
(Senior): Once a member of the 
Long Beach State track and field 
team, Shropshire joined the bas- 
ketball team after a fall tryout in 
2015. 

The former high jump and long 
jump athlete out of Los Angeles 
brings energy, defense and an ag- 
gressive pursuit for rebounds to a 
team lacking toughness. Last sea- 
son, Shropshire gradually earned 
more minutes and scored 11 
points and 18 rebounds through- 
out the 12 games he played in. 
While undersized at his position 
at 6-foot-6, the 205 pound for- 
ward look for him to be up for the 
challenge and compete down low 
when given the opportunity. 

NBA Comparison: Quincy Acy, 
Brooklyn Nets 


game while setting the school’s 
career scoring record with 1,072 
points in only two years. Apic will 
take some time to adjust to the 
physicality of Division I basket- 
ball and will potentially redshirt 
this season. 

NBA Comparison: Dragan 
Bender, Phoenix Suns 


#4 PF Temidayo Yussuf (Ju- 
nior): Meet the squad’s most dom- 
inant inside presence, a 6-foot-7, 
265 pound forward out of Oak- 
land. He played in all 34 games last 
year, averaging 9.4 points per game 
to go along with 4.6 rebounds. 

Like Levin, Yussuf has an injury 
history and it will be key for him to 
stay healthy throughout the course 
of the season. 

Yussuf and Levin have nev- 
er played a Big West Conference 
game together and could establish 
the most feared front court in the 
entire conference. If the two are 
healthy come Big West Tourna- 
ment time, don't be surprised for 
Long Beach to make some noise 
down low. 

NBA Comparison: Zach Ran- 
dolph, Sacramento Kings 


top teams such as Wichita State 
and North Carolina, giving him 
experience and some confidence 
heading into this season. If Levin 
or Yussuf go down with injuries 
this season, expect to see Riggins 
on the floor a lot. 

NBA Comparison: Taj Gibson, 
Minnesota Timberwolves 


#22 PF LaRond Williams #35 PF Milos Apic (Fresh- #5 PF Mason Riggins (Junior): 
(Sophomore): Williams has man): One of the most interest- Another returning player that is 
things to prove this year. The ing freshman players head coach in for a statement year is Riggins 
6-foot-9, 205 pound forward has Dan Monson brought in this year hailing from Whitewright, Texas. 
showed some immaturity on the is Milos Apic. At 6-foot-10, Apic As a sophomore last year, Riggins 
defensive side of the ball, strug- has the frame and skillset of a true was one of four players to play in » 
gling to stay down on defense and “stretch-four” Originally from every game of the season. While 
keep out of foul trouble. Novi Sad, Serbia, Apic moved to only averaging 2.7 points and 2.4 
After a redshirt year in the Maryland for his last two years rebounds per game, the athletic 
2015-16 season, Williams played of high school. As a senior last post man flashed signs of poten- 
in his first season for the 49ers year he averaged 22 points, eight tial. 
| last year. Utilizing his long wing- rebounds and seven assists per Riggins has also started against a 


8 SPORTS 


Long Beach State fell to CSU Bakersfield in Monday’s exhibition game at the Walter Pyramid. 


71-67 win over the Beavers in a 
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PREVIEW 


continued from page | 


become contagious and this team 
gets into an offensive rhythm, 
Monson said. “We will share the 
ball and make that extra pass 
more than we have [in the past]? 

Opening up the season Satur- 
day, Long Beach's second exhibi- 
tion is the annual Homecoming 
game at 4 p.m. against the Cal 
State Dominguez Hills. 

The 49ers have won six consec- 
utive home openers — all six sell- 
outs. The pyramid will once again 


be rocking, as the games tend to 
havebe one of the biggest student 
turnouts for students. 

As always, Monson has _as- 
sembled a tough, nationwide 
pre-season schedule to challenge 
his players and allow them to 
gain experience against some of 
the top programs in the nation. 
While this year’s two-week road 
trip is shorter and less gruesome 
compared to last, the 49ers will 
still have plenty of work cut out 
for them. 

Long Beach's road trip starts 
Noy. 18 as they travel to Corval- 
lis, Oregon to take on the Ore- 
gon State Beavers. Last season, 
the 49ers came out on top with a 


matchup at the Moda Center in 
Portland. Senior forward Gabe 
Levin had 13 points and four re- 
bounds. 

The team will quickly turn 
around and fly to Morgantown, 
West Virginia to face the No. 11 
ranked Mountaineers. 

West Virginia is coached by 
the legendary Bob Huggins, who 
has compiled an 819-330 (.713 
winning percentage) record in 35 
seasons. 

A matchup with Missouri, fol- 
lowed by two other games the 
49ers will play in the Advocare In- 
vitational Tournament in Orlan- 
do, will begin the toughest stretch 


of games for the 49ers. Missouri 
will be led by the nation’s No. 1 
overall recruit and projected NBA 
lottery pick in Michael Porter Jr. 
While the Tigers are not ranked 
in the preseason top-25, the task 
of containing Porter Jr. will be a 
challenge in itself. 

Rounding out the rest of the 
notable pre-season matchups for 
Long Beach are two road games 
at No. 3 Arizona and No. 2 Mich- 
igan State. After, the 49ers will 
host two marquee home match- 
ups against Fresno State and 
Stanford the weekend of Dec. 2. 

This season, Long Beach State 
will have a minimum of 15 tele- 
vised games scheduled through- 


out the year. Along with the Big 
West Conference games on Fox 
Sports and various ESPN net- 
works, Long Beach will be on 
the Pac-12 Network in the games 
against Oregon State and Arizo- 
na. 

“We're gonna try to make the 
right passes and not look like a 
one man team,’ Maxhuni said. 

As long as this year’s team stays 
composed and retains its confi- 
dence after the tough non-con- 
ference schedule, Long Beach is 
primed for another year com- 
peting at the top of the Big West 
Conference with the chance of 
earning an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Tournament. 


COMMENTARY 


CatASTROphe in Los Angeles 


Los Angeles’ must wait for another major 
sports team to win a title. 


By Matt Simon 
Contributing Writer 


hat had the making of a Hollywood 
classic quickly turned into a Holly- 
wood nightmare for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers on Wednesday night. 

After the Dodgers kept their title 
hopes alive in game six, Los Angeles was filled with con- 
fidence. 

The city was brimming with pride as parents and grand- 
parents were elated that future generations had the chance 
to experience what they did in 1988 — a Dodgers’ World 
Series championship. 

It was a chance for Dodgers’ historians to put the Kirk 
Gibson home run stories to bed and give Los Angeles a new 
story to tell. It was a story the Dodgers wanted to be told 
after securing home-field advantage with 104 wins in the 
regular season — the most the team has had in LA. 

Casual Los Angeles sports watchers were barking with 


the prospect of a major sports team winning a title for the 
first time since 2010 when the Lakers defeated the Boston 
Celtics. 

This ended up not being a Hollywood classic, as our he- 
roes were knocked off by the team in orange. 

The Astros sent the crowd of 54,124 into a state of disbe- 
lief as they jumped on Yu Darvish in the first inning to take 
a 2-0 lead. 

Darvish, the guy who was supposed to solidify the Dodg- 
ers’ rotation, was crushed. In what was intended to be re- 
demption for his disappointing game three performance, 
turned into a catastrophe. 

George Springer, who was a Dodgers’ killer and World 
Series MVP, put the nail in the coffin as he hit a two-run 
homer in the second inning to give Houston a decisive 5-0 
lead. 

Forced into making an early bullpen change, the Dodg- 
ers turned to their ace Clayton Kershaw. The shaggy-haired 
All-Star did what he needed to as he pitched four scoreless 
innings allowing two hits, while striking out four Astros. 

But, as some Dodgers’ enthusiasts have come accus- 
tomed to, the offense couldn't put up enough runs to mount 
the comeback. 

It was a performance reminiscent of the 2008 NBA 
Championship, when the Lakers were sent home in an em- 


barrassing 39-point loss to the Boston Celtics. 

This time it was the Dodgers who didn't have one more 
comeback up their sleeves. 

Going 1-for-13 with runners in scoring position, the 
Dodgers only run came from veteran Andre Ethier when 
he hit a RBI-single in the bottom of the 6th. 

That was it for the Dodgers as they weren't able to muster 
enough runs on the biggest stage. 

It's a World Series that will be remembered by many and 
for some it will be one they want to quickly forget. In histo- 
ry, people will also talk about the winding of baseballs and 
the number of home runs that were hit. 

But for the Astros, it’s their first title in the club’s 55-year 
history. The Astros outhit the Dodgers from the opening 
game and it proved to be too much for the Dodgers’ pitch- 
ing staff that was in shambles. 

In Los Angeles, fans will have tons of questions this off- 
season. Why didn’t Clayton Kershaw start? Why didn't 
Dave Roberts take out Darvish with Springer up to bat? 
Where did the Dodgers’ bats go? 

In the end one thing will matter — the Astros ended their 
title-less streak in the Fall Classic. 

Winter has come and next year will mark 30 years since 
the Dodgers’ last title — thus beginning another summer 
of hope. 


